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Is  Perjury  Being  Used  To  Smear  The  Ku  K^Iux  Klan? 


From  The  Individualist,  307  Piney  Forest  Road,  Danville,  Virginia. 


In  July  1952,  Thomas  L.  Hamilton  of  Leesville,  South 
Carolina,  alleged  Imperial  Wizard  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan,  was  sentenced  in  a  near-Soviet  style  trial  at 
Whiteville,  North  Carolina,  to  four  years  imprison- 
ment for  conspiracy  to  assault.  Keep  in  mind  that 
no  one  accused  Hamilton  of  committing  a  crime. 
He  was  only  accused  of  having  conspired  with  others 
who  were  alleged,  and  some  of  whom  admitted 
having  whipped  a  Negro  woman. 

Also  note  that  anonymous  reports  that  have  come 
to  The  Individualist  agree  the  woman  said,  in  court, 
they  did  not  hurt  her  very  much,  but  were  after 
her  husband  who  was  bedding  up  with  a  white  wo- 
man several  miles  away.  It  seems  that  no  newt- 
paper  printed  any  of  the  testimony,  nor  the  names 
and  identification  of  the  grand  jury  who  indicted 
Hamilton.  Hence,  this  account  can  b«  no  more  than 
a  mixture  of  rumors  and  hearsay. 

No.  155  was  delayed  until  it  almost  missed  the 
mailing  deadline,  waiting  for  replies  to  letters  that 
asked  for  more  detailed  information;  but  nobody 
is  willing  to  "get  mixed  up  with  the  FBI."  Still 
a  few  people  grumble  when  this  printer  suggests 
that  a  lot  of  people  are  beginning  to  think  of  it  as 
a  Federal  Bureau  of  Intimidation.  Hitler's  GES- 
TAPO grew  from  a  nationwide  police  force  very 
similar  to  the  FBI;  and  Hitler  was  raised  to  power 
by  unthinking  people  who  believe  it  does  no  harm 
when  the  police  violate  the  law  if  they  do  it  to 
catch  crooks.  Such  doctrine  is  on  all  fours  with 
Slack's  argument  that  no  man  is  a  criminal  if  he 
doesn't  get  caught. 

"But!"  The  do-gooders  howl:  "The  FBI  would- 
n't be  called  in  if  local  sheriffs  didn't  refuse  to  do 
their  sworn  duty  to  protect  innocent  people  from 
mobs!"  Ask  such  do-gooders  to  cite  one  instance 
where  an  innocent  person  was  whipped  by  the  Ku 
Klux  Klan.  Also,  please  report  it  to  The  Indi- 
vidualist. 

Newspapers  report  that  Thomas  L.  Hamilton 
plead  guilty  to  the  charge  of  conspiracy.  Reports 
also  said  that  Cardinal  Mindszenty  confessed  being 
guilty  of  conspiracy  against  the  government,  and 
the  sacred  Mrs.  Eleanor  Roosevelt  said  she  believed 
that  was  true.  Do  you?  And  do  you  believe  the 
Cardinal  guilty  of  anything  deserving  of  death  or 
of  bonds?  Do  you  know  much  more  about  condi- 
tions in  Columbus  County,  North  Carolina,  than 
you  know  about  conditions  in  Hungary?  Very  few 
people  in  the  North  and  West  seem  inclined  to  give 
full  faith  and  credit  to  the  courts  of  the  South. 
Are  they  any  more  trustworthy  if  some  of  them 
connived  with  Nudealers  in  Washington  to  railroad 
William  Dudley  Pelley  and  Thomas  L.  Hamilton  to 
the  penitentiary? 

Now  let's  recall  1950  when  an  active  and  pinkish 
Dr.  Frank  Graham  failed  to  be  elected  as  a  United 
States  Senator  from  North  Carolina;  and  the  Gov- 
ernor was  quoted  as  saying  of  Senator  Graham; 
"He  is  no  more  a  Commnnist  than  I  am."  Rumor 
whispers  that  the  KKK  did  all  they  could  to  defeat 
Graham,  and  caused  uneasiness  for  all  other  pinks 
in  positions  of  power.  Keep  all  the  foregoing  in 
mind  while  the  printer  speculates  on  what  caused 
Columbus  County  to  get  that  way. 


Hell  Along  The  Border 

Stretching  all  the  way  from  Norfolk,.  Virginfay^l, 
to  Savannah,  Georgia,  are  thousands  of  square  miles 
of  swamp  land,  "too  thick  for  beverage,  and  too  * 
thin  for  food,"  and  much  of  it  impenetrable  to  any 
form  of  life  not  native  to  the  terrain.  The  broad- 
est swamps  are  in  North  Carolina;  and  since  the 
legends  of  man  cannot  recall,  they  have  been  a 
refuge  for  the  boldest  of  outlaws.  But  don't  for- 
get: "There  is  silence  deep  as  death  when  the  bold- 
est holds  his  breath  for  a  dime." 

Edward  Teach,  or  Thach;  better  known  as  Black- 
beard,  may  have  been  the  first  outlaw  to  make  a 
deal  with  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina;  and 
some  suspect  he  wasn't  the  last.  Prohibition,  or 
more  accurately,  the  nullifiers  of  prohibition,  first 
brought  the  vices  of  civilised  society  to  the  swamps, 
and  the  uncivilized  vices  were  bad  enough.  But 
don't  get  wrong  ideas!  John  Buchan  thought  the 
bones  of  Nathaniel  Bacon  are  somewhere  in  The 
Dismal;  and  this  printer  has  wondered.  .  .  .  Any- 
way, a  fair  portion  of  The  Spirit  of  '76  came  out  of 
those  swamps;  and,  if  it  hasn't  gone  back  there  to 
hide,  where  is  it? 

Outlawry  always  flourishes  along  state  lines,  and 
Columbus  County,  North  Carolina,  adjoins  Horry 
County,  South  Carolina,  on  a  line  that,  in  some 
places,  has  never  been  accurately  determined,  and 
Judge  Lynch  holds  the  only  court  that  is  much 
feared  or  respected.  Here  the  moral  rot  of  the  past 
forty  years  shows  its  seamiest  side,  and  some  of  it 
can  fairly  be  called  hideous.  But  keep  in  mind  this  - 
printer  has  not  seen  it,  and  can  give  only  second 
hand  reports,  and  those  are  fragmentary. 

Since  hard  surface  highways  have  been  built 
across  the  swamps,  city  gangsters  with  uninhibited 
molls  have  been  brought  to  consort  with  the  swamp 
rats,  and  the  combination  has  produced  a  quality 
of  hell  quite  unrefined.  It  is  a  sad  and  perplexing 
situation  for  parents  of  adolescent  sons  and  daugh- 
ters, if  they  try  to  preserve  a  semblance  of  decency. 
Owners  of  the  juke  joints  make"  money,  and  they 
know  how  to  use  it  to  insure  election  of  a  sheiitt 
who  will  stay  fixed.  What  can  decent  people  do? 

In  Horry  County  they  tried  the  Klan;  but  found 
that  money  can  corrupt  even  the  Klan,  if  the  Klan 
is  too  squeamish  to  kill  traitors  who  join  it  with  a 
purpose  to  poison  it  from  within. 

Panty  waists  and  drugstore  cowboys  cannot  quite 
catch  the  idea  that  the  KKK  is  a  lethal  weapen, 
and  it  is  never  safe  to  make  sport  with  the  tools 
of  death.  Never  reach  for  a  gun  until  you  have 
firmly  decided  to  kill  the  other  fellow,  and  to  do  it 
quicker  than  he  can  kill  you. 

A  Klan  was  organized  in  Horry  Covin ty,  and  there 
was  also  a  counter-klan.  There  is  no  government 
without  force,  and  where  force  meets  resistance 
there  is  war.  But  to  condemn  the  using  of  force 
against  criminals  is  to  argue  that  crime  should 
triumph;  and  that  ruthless  might  makes  right. 

It  is  not  easy  for  an  outsider  to  decide  which  is 
a  group  trying  to  establish  justice,  and  which  is  a 
gang  hired  to  fight  for  organized  vice;  but  local 
people  can  see  who  is  getting  a  cut  of  the  money. 


"INDIANS  AREN'T  RED!" 
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